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Welcome again to the Ask the Headmaster series, in which I answer your questions about Carden School 
of Fresno. This week, I received three questions. 
  
What is the Carden policy on field trips? Specifically, how are they arranged, what are the goals 
for field trips, and how does the school integrate new opportunities? 
  
Field trips are wonderful opportunities to enrich our curriculum, introduce the children to something 
new and interesting, and provide enjoyment to our students. We generally use field trips to further 
instruction that has been taking place in the classroom. Two examples that come to mind are the 
4th grade trip to San Juan Bautista and the Washington D.C. trip that takes place every two years. We 
usually arrange 3-4 field trips every year. 
  
Some of the trips, while not tied directly to the curriculum, still provide excellent learning opportunities 
for our students. The 2nd grade students visit the library, 6th grade spends a week at Camp Shalom, and 
the 8th grade takes an end-of-the-year trip to celebrate their achievements and spend valuable time 
together. These trips allow the students to grow, not only academically but socially as well. 
  
I welcome field trip ideas from the parents. If a suggestion is made, I will determine if it is appropriate 
for the students. Any ideas can be sent to my school address: j.blanks@cardenschooloffresno.com. 
Although I cannot guarantee that I will incorporate all suggested field trips, I give serious consideration 
to all ideas that are sent to me. 
  
  
Does Carden plan to incorporate Singapore math into the curriculum? 
  
As you may know, Carden uses Singapore math in grades 5-8. We began this program several years ago, 
and are currently evaluating the system to determine its strengths and weaknesses. 
  
Carden math at the lower grade levels provides all of the essential training for success in mathematics. 
The students develop strong number sense, can manipulate numbers in equations of increasing difficulty 
and complexity, and become very strong in mental math. Although Mae Carden is best known for her 
language arts curriculum, she applied her overall teaching philosophy to math as well. We help the 
students build a solid foundation by introducing new, developmentally appropriate concepts, then 
guiding the students until they gain mastery. 
  
We encourage parents to investigate all available programs if they wish to challenge their child outside 
of school. If we find that the Singapore math curriculum is successful in grades 5-8 and that it is 
appropriate for our lower grade levels, we may incorporate it into all grade levels. I do not have a firm 
timeline on that process at the moment, except to say that it is ongoing. We are constantly looking for 
ways to improve our school. 
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Why does Carden teach French instead of Spanish? 
  
The French language requirement serves two purposes at Carden. First, it allows the children to 
experience the history, music, and customs of another country. Our students also become comfortable 
speaking and writing in French. Equally important, however, is that the acquisition of the French 
language gives the students a better understanding of English. Many words in the English language are 
borrowed from the French; by learning both languages, the students are better trained in spelling, 
reading comprehension, and composition. 
  
This is the main reason why we offer Latin in the middle school. The study of Latin helps students 
understand vocabulary and grammar while also strengthening their knowledge of history. Altogether, 
these three languages fit well together to offer the students a comprehensive language curriculum. 
Students who show a real appreciation for language may want to further their study with linguistics 
courses in college; these early experiences help foster that interest. 
  
We also recognize that Spanish is an important and useful language. For this reason, we have begun 
offering Spanish as an after-school course. The first session recently ended, and we have plans to offer it 
again in the spring. This course allows the students to learn the basics of conversational Spanish. From 
there, students may choose to take private lessons or pursue a more rigorous course of study in high 
school and college. 
  
It is my goal to provide the students with many opportunities to experience, learn, and grow. It is our 
position at Carden that learning fulfills an essential inner need, so if I see that students have a desire to 
learn a subject that is not currently offered, I will do my best to make a course available to them. With 
current clubs and classes for art, music, photography, film, athletics, and foreign languages, I believe 
that we are doing a good job of broadening our students’ horizons. 
  
  
Thank you to all of the parents who have provided questions so far in support of the Ask the 
Headmaster series. If you would like to submit a question for a future newsletter, you may reach me 
at questions@cardenschooloffresno.com. I will answer up to five questions each week.
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